466                  Oliver Cromwell
rejecting all the overtures of the Royalists, acquiesced in the re-establishment of the Republic. He declared that he had formerly had an honourable opinion of the Republic, but was satisfied also of the lawfulness of the "late government under a single person/'
44 And whereas my father (whom I hope you yet look upon as no inconsiderable instrument of these nations' freedom and happiness), and since him my brother, were constituted chief in those administrations, and the returning to another form hath been looked upon as an indignity to these my nearest relations, I cannot but acknowledge my own weakness to the sudden digesting thereof, and my own unfitness to serve you. . . . And as I cannot promote anything which infers the diminution of my late father's honour and merit, so I thank the Lord, for that He hath kept me'safe in the great temptation, wherewith I have been assaulted to withdraw my affection from that cause wherein he lived and died."
At the Restoration, Henry, thanks to his friends amongst the Royalists, and to the moderation with which he had used his power, was not molested, though he lost a portion of his estates by the change. He lived in retirement on his property in-Cambridgeshire, dying there in 1674. Henry's great-grandson, Qliver Cromwell of Cheshunt, who died in 1821, was the last descendant of the Protector in the male line.